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FOREWORD

Wetlands International’s work shows how healthy wetlands

can help solve the global challenges of climate change, human
health, biodiversity and water security. Their inspiration,
knowledge and experience is vital to achieve wetland recovery
in all regions. But to make a global difference, massive upscaling
is needed over tens of millions of hectares in the coming decade.
This Strategy includes a global agenda for wetland recovery and
a plan to harness the collective will of diverse stakeholders to
accelerate action and bring lasting returns for people and nature.
Time is short and the challenge is great - please join us!

André van der Zande, Chair, Wetlands International

The Inner Niger Delta in Mali is home to two million farmers, fishers and herders
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Bringing wetlands back into a healthier condition on a large scale will transform
lives and livelihoods. With water sources and stores intact, we can recover
freshwater supplies and withstand unpredictable rains. Cities will become cooler
and wild fires less likely. Crop production and fisheries can recover and diversify
as biodiversity and water flows will be restored. Coastal settlements and cities
can be safe from the impacts of storms and sea-level rise. Climate change will
slow down as carbon is locked up in wetlands. People’s spirit will be enriched and
refreshed by nature that is flourishing once again.

This knowledge on the
power of wetlands drives
our agenda. We feel
responsible to establish
a bold plan to inspire
and mobilise society

to this end. Hence we
adjusted our mission to
reflect this role and have
set out a strategy for
this decade which is all
about upscaling.

This 10-year global Strategic Intent is the
highest level guide to our work. It sets out our
ambitions and targets for what we can achieve,
alongside others, to improve the condition

of wetlands for people and nature. We have
taken into account the most relevant trends
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and challenges as well as enablers for positive
change. We have designed our strategies
according to what our organisation can best
contribute, working with others. We aim to marry
the advantage of our local presence, extensive
technical experience and partnerships with our
ability to influence global dialogues, policies
and investments. We recognise that to achieve
our ambitions, our organisation will need to
grow and further professionalise in all regions.

The COVID-19 pandemic has alerted the
world to the urgent need to establish a new
relationship with nature. One that combines
improving human well-being, including health
and livelihoods with regenerating nature and
natural processes. Our work shows how, with
a little help, people can transform their lives
and environment at a local level and how this



can contribute to build resilience and stimulate
green recovery at scale.

Our strategy has benefitted from consultation
with hundreds of our stakeholders. The
additional emphasis that we have given on
nature-based solutions, climate change,
resilience, human security, wetland carbon and
infrastructure was supported in all regions. We
have also been strongly encouraged to be bold
and ambitious and to become more visible and
influential, whilst remaining loyal to our roots.

The direction set out in this document is
translated through regional and national
strategies and action plans, as well as
programmes of work in the main wetland
landscapes where we work. We will report on
our progress through "The Source”, our annual
review.

| am grateful to all those who have helped to
inform and shape this Strategic Intent and look
forward to collaborate to turnitinto action.

Jane Madgwick
Chief Executive Officer

Summer on the Ruoergai Plateau, China. This wetland has been brought back to life.



WHY WETLANDS
MATTER AND THE
CASE FOR URGENT
ACTION

Wherever land meets water, life abounds. In every country and all
climatic zones, from polar regions to the tropics, and from the highest
mountains to the oceans, wetlands provide natural resources for nature
and people. Rivers, lakes, bogs, marshes, deltas, floodplains, flooded
forests, mangroves, saltmarshes, coral reefs and even rice-fields, are
home to 40% of the world’s species. They are vital for people too.
Wetland communities and many others depend on them directly and
indirectly for food, water, medicines, fuel and income from wildlife
tourism. Wetlands also play vital roles in maintaining ecological
processes. They are the physical connectors between terrestrial and
marine environments. They capture and store rainwater, regulate river
flows and sedimentation, help replenish groundwater, and capture and
store carbon. In short, they are crucial part of the planetary support
system.



2019 saw fires rage across Indonesia, the Pantanal and the Arctic with a devastating effect on wildlife,
nature and people. Attention is now turning to fire prevention through the rewetting of drained peatlands.

Over the past fifty years, wetlands have
drastically diminished in both area and their
capacity to support life. In the name of boosting
crop and livestock production, exploiting
energy reserves and making way for urban
development, rivers have been dammed and
diverted, while wetlands have been diked and
drained. The impacts have been severe. The
shrinkage and fragmentation of wetlands and
disruption of ecological processes has resulted
in massive and accelerating biodiversity loss,
water and food shortages, devastating floods
and fires, coastal subsidence and erosion. This in
turn has undermined wetland-based economies,
put urban areas in peril, and made some of

the poorest communities more vulnerable,
triggering outmigration and resource conflicts.
All this exacerbates, and in many places is being
exacerbated by, climate change.

We have a global problem, deserving global
solutions. The choices we make now for
wetlands are crucial to avoiding the most
devastating impacts on people, nature and
planetary processes.

The science is clear and the social and economic

cases for recovering wetlands are powerful.
Wetlands offer effective nature-based solutions
to global problems. But environmental
protection of wetland sites is not sufficient
since the fluidity of water means that effective
action requires coordination across landscapes
and national boundaries. Even so, by stepping
up action to safeguard and restore wetlands

we can save nature, better capture and store
water, improve food security through sustaining
agriculture and fisheries, keep carbon out

of the atmosphere, and safeguard cities and
settlements from the worst impacts of floods
and droughts.

Technological solutions framed around
hydrology, ecology and economic analysis

of ecosystem services will not work alone,
however. People matter too. The relational
values between people and wetlands must
come to the fore. By recognising the links
between wetlands and cultural identity, and

by focusing on the spiritual and quality-of-life
returns from wetland restoration, as well as the
ecological returns, it will be possible to heal and
re-set our relationship with wetlands and build
momentum for their recovery.
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Wetlands are ecosystems which occur
wherever land and water meet. They exist in
every country across the world and every type
of region - polar, tropical, wet, dry, high and
low altitude. Wetlands take various forms and
are highly dynamic, connecting mountains to
the sea.

The values of both coastal and inland wetland
ecosystems to society and the economy are the
highest of any ecosystem type.

Acting as the water sources, sinks and
regulators, the “health” of wetlands affects
the quantity and quality of water available for
our use in every landscape. In other words,
wetlands control our water security — widely
regarded as the key natural resource challenge
facing humanity.
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Wetlands in high altitude:
can contain cloud bursts

Wetlands are primary
sources of freshwater

Several wetland plz
are harvested for fc
fuel and fibre



Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion

Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein

Wetlands help filter

waste water Wetlands fix carbon

and help in mitigating
climate change

Wetlands provide space
tor recreaticn and cultural Wetlands are key

activities biodiversity habitats

Wetlands and their Values
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